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SUB J : MUHAMMAD ALI-BUGNER FIGHT 

1. WORLD HEAVY WEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP SCHEDULED FOR MERDEKA 
STADIUM MORNING JULY 1 DEVELOPING AS BIGGEST PUBLIC EVENT IN 
MALAYSIA IN RECENT YEARS. MEDIA DOMINATED BY PHOTOS, STORIES, 

FILMS, ETC. NUMEROUS PUBLICITY EVENTS PROMOTED SUCH AS 
PRIME MINISTER'S RECEPTION FOR FIGHTERS AND OPENING OF BOXING 
EXHIBIT AT NATIONAL MUSEUM TO WHICH FIGHTERS DONATED MEMORABILIA. 
BOTH FIGHTERS ACHIEVING EXCELLENT PUBLIC IMAGE AS FRIENDLY. 

SERIOUS ATHLETES, WITH PREFIGHT BANTERING STRIKING MODERATE 
CHEERFUL NOTE. FIGHTERS' LAUDATORY COMMENTS ON MALAYSIA AND 
FIGHT ARRANGEMENTS EARNING THEM ENTHUSIASTIC PUBLIC APPROVAL. 
SELANGOR CHIEF MINISTER HARUN’S POLITICAL MOTIVES IN 
ORGANIZING FIGHT HERE SEEM WELL SERVED AS 

HIS ASSOCIATION WITH BIG SHOW REPORTEDLY CONTRIBUTING TO 
HIS CAMPAIGN TO BECOME ONE OF UMNO VICE PRESIDENTS IN 
PARTY ELECTION JUNE 21 (SEE EMBTEL 3357). 

2. SITUATION, HOWEVER, IS TAKING ON COMMUNAL OVERTONES. 
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PROVOKING EMOTIONAL CHINESE AND INDIAN SUPPORT OF BUGNER. 

THERE HAVE BEEN RUMORS OF COMMUNAL DISTURBANCES SHOULD ALI 
LOSE FIGHT AND WE INFORMED THAT POLICE ARE TAKING SECURITY 
PRECAUTIONS. MILITATING AGAINST COMMUNAL OUTBREAK WILL BE 
PRESENCE OF KING AND QUEEN AT FIGHT AND HIGH PRICES OF SEATS 
WHICH WOULD TEND TO KEEP OUT LOWER CLASSES MOST LIKELY TO 
BECOME INVOLVED IN SUCH INCIDENTS. IN ANY EVENT, 

MANY PEOPLE PLAN WATCH FIGHT ON TV BECAUSE OF 
UNEASINESS OVER COMMUNAL SITUATION. 

3. COMMENT: GIVEN MALAYSIA'S RECORD OF INTER-COMMUNAL 
VIOLENCE (LAST DISTURBANCES OCCURRED AFTER MAY 1969 GENERAL 
ELECTIONS), IT IS PERHAPS INEVITABLE THAT ALPS PRESENCE 
SHOULD AROUSE COMMUNAL FEELINGS. RELIGIOUS FERVOR OF 
MALAYS, COMBINED WITH ALLS PLAYING UP TO LOCAL SUPPORTERS, 

HAVE INTRODUCED UNCERTAINTY INTO SPORTING EVENT THAT WILL GAIN 
WORLDWIDE ATTENTION FOR MALAYSIA. GOM SECURITY AUTHORITIES 
ARE APPARENTLY AWARE OF RISKS INVOLVED AND WE BELIEVE THEY WILL 
BE PREPARED TO COPE WITH ANY UNTOWARD INCIDENTS. 

DILLON 
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